
 

BBC Newsround wants 
your questions  
 

Newsround wants to know 
what you would like to ask 
the government about going 
back to school.  Here is what 
they say: “Lots of you aren't 
going to school at the 
moment, and right now 
there's still no definite date 
on when you'll go back.  You 
might be wondering what 
will happen next and what 
this all means for your 
education?  We want you to 
tell us what you would like to 
know - maybe you're 
wondering when schools will 
reopen, what lessons will be 
like when you do go back or 
if you'll need to catch up on 
any work.  We will put some 
of them to the government's 
Education Secretary Gavin 
Williamson. He's the person 
who's in charge of schools in 

England.  Whatever your 
question, we want to know 
about it and we'll try to get 
an answer.” 
 

You can post a question 
about school, for Newsround 
to ask the government 
about, on the comments 
section of the web page or 
upload a video of yourself 
asking your question.  Here 
is the link to the Newsround 
webpage. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/
52676231 
 

Acorns staff in disguise? 
Acorns staff have been 
having team meetings using 
Zoom.  To make these more 
interesting they now happen 
in fancy dress.  So far it has 
included Tiger King and VE 
Day. You heard it here first. 
Maybe you would even like 
to make a suggestion for us... 

Hello. IM would like to tell 

you that she has learnt how 

to ride her bike without 

stabilisers 4 weeks ago it only 

took her 2 hours to crack it  
 
WOW 
that is a 
difficult 
thing to 
do – but 
you did 
it.  well 
done 
you 
from everyone at Acorns. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

A weekly gazette of random stuff to interest, entertain and hopefully amuse you 

Hello! and welcome to the sixth edition of our Acorns magazine.  I cant quite believe 

we are at number 6 already.  We still don’t know when Acorns will be able to open 

again, although we do know that things will have to be a different than they 

used to be, for a while.  We will keep you posted as we find things out.  I have 

heard that lots of you out there are doing some interesting things with your time.  

That’s great.  Let us know what you are up to and we can share some ideas.  

Take care. 

 
 

 



 

JELLYFISH FACTS! 

 
 

Jellyfish have been around for millions of years, even before dinosaurs lived on the Earth. 

Pulsing along on our ocean currents, these jelly-like creatures can be found in waters both cold 

and warm, deep and shallow and along coastlines, too. Some jellyfish are clear, but others are 

vibrant colours of pink, yellow, blue and purple. They can be bioluminescent, too, which 

means they produce their own light! 
 

Jellyfish have no brain, heart, bones or eyes. They are made 

up of a smooth, bag-like body and tentacles armed with tiny, 

stinging cells. These incredible invertebrates use their 

stinging tentacles to stun or paralyse prey before gobbling it 

up.  The jellyfish’s mouth is found in the centre of its body. 

From this small opening it both eats and discards waste. And 

it serves another purpose, too – by squirting a jet of water 

from its mouth, the jellyfish can propel forward! Cool, eh? 
 

Jellyfish digest their food, which consists of fish, shrimp, crabs and tiny plants, very quickly. 

If they didn’t, they wouldn’t be able to float, being 

weighed down by the large, undigested grub in their body. 
 

The jellyfish itself provides a tasty meal for other ocean 

creatures, particularly sea turtles, who like to guzzle them 

up regularly. In some cultures, around the world, people 

eat jellyfish, too. In China, they are considered a delicacy, 

and are also used in Chinese medicine. 
 

Jellyfish stings can be painful to humans and, from certain species, they can even be deadly. 

Although these magnificent marine creatures don’t purposely attack humans, most stings occur 

when people accidentally touch a jellyfish. 
 

AND check out this little video about hermit crabs on a housing exchange: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1dnocPQXDQ&lc=UgylAsn7aiDhaWg-TyV4AaABAg 

Phylum: Cnidaria 
Class: Scyphozoa 
Classification: Invertebrate 
Lifespan (in wild): One year 
Weight: Up to 2kg 
Body size: 2cm to 2m 
Top speed: 8km/h 
Diet: Fish, shrimp, crabs, tiny plants and even other species of 
jellyfish 
Habitat: Oceans 



   

 

 
 
 

Welcome to the .… 
Vintage Recipe Revival 

 

All of the recipes come from this book 
which was first published in 1969!  It was 
written by Ursula Sedgewick and all the 
recipes were tested by a group of 
children aged 7 to 12 years old.  The 
introduction says: 
 

“some found cooking easier than others 
(and age had nothing to do with it) but 
what they all discovered is the FUN of 
cooking. And that is something they will 
never forget.” 
 

So on with your aprons, weigh and mix 
and whip and stir.  Most of all, have fun 
but hopefully create something tasty too. 
 

 
 
 

 always ask the adult you live with before you start any cooking. 

 Wash your hands before you prepare any food or eat 

 Go careful! Knives are sharp, cookers are hot.   always make sure you are 

with an adult, they can help you with anything that could hurt you  

(we care about you and don’t want you to hurt yourself)  

 Check with an adult that you are not allergic to any ingredient.  

(let us know if you are and we can send a different recipe for you) 

 
You can send it by e mail to 
helen@acornsproject.org.uk or send a MMS to 
077521516900 – but, make sure you ask whoever 
pays the bill before you do !!! 



    A recipe for the classic Fairy Cake:….it is spread over 2 pages (soz, Rio) 



 
 
 
 



 
 

 

It is YOUR job now to design a form of transport…. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You can send us a photo of what you have done – if you want to.  You can send  it by e mail to 
helen@acornsproject.org.uk or send a MMS to 077521516900 – make sure you ask whoever pays the bill 
before you do this! 

Can you imagine 

that Cars had 

never been 

invented? 
 

 



 

The children’s programme Why Don’t You...? was presented by children and aimed at finding 
children things to keep them occupied during the school holidays. It was first broadcast on 20 August 
1978. The show embodied the idea that it was unhealthy for kids to spend too long watching 
television and that they would be much better off playing outside, or possibly making something. It 
was put together in response to viewers’ letters. A typical week would feature a teenager’s plastic 
bag collection, a trip on a steam railway, recipes for fruit punch, viewers’ jokes and tricks with 
matches.  The full title of the programme was heard in the opening credits; Why don’t you just switch 
off your television set and go and do something less boring instead? although it was generally 
just Why Don’t You...? It started life in BBC Bristol, but in later years was made by teams in different 
parts of the country, coming from Belfast, Cardiff, Glasgow, Liverpool, Newcastle and Manchester. 
Why Don’t You...? ran until 1995. Several of the children who appeared on the programme went on 
to have more substantial careers in broadcasting - such as DJ Gideon Coe and Ant McPartlin. 
Nothing quite like it has been seen on television since, although quite a few programmes for children 
- like Friday Download - have had young presenters.  

So Acorns is going to try to start its own Why Don’t You? In this magazine.  You can send in 
ideas and requests and we will do our best to answer them and share your ideas here.  We will 
also add some of our own of course.  Here are some ideas to get you started: 



What you’ll need… 

Paper bowl 

Paints 

Paintbrush 

Glue 

Ribbon, string or strips of tissue paper 

Sellotape 

Pen and card 

Scissors 

 

Step 1 

Paint the bottom of your bowl, then leave it to dry. 

 

Step 2 

Make a hole in the centre of the bowl and knot a long piece of string 

through it so you can hang up your jelly. 

 

Step 3 

Cut some ribbon and string tentacles, then tape them to the underside 

of the bowl. We put thinner strands on the outside and thicker ones in 

the middle. Look at jellyfish pics for ideas! 

 

Step 4 

Daw some eyes on the card, then cut them out. 

 

 

Step 5 

Glue the eyes onto your jellyfish, then hang your cool creature up! 

 





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WIN a £10 

shopping 

voucher 



 
 

 
 

It is funny that you ask this question today of all days... Bob, 
Lulu, Olly and I were all having a 'get together' last night 
(through a web chat, as we know it is not OK to see others face 
to face at the minute) and this was a question that came up. 
Lulu is convinced she has seen a mermaid in a pool nearby to 
her branch; she described the fishy, scaly tail just like those you 
see in story books. Bob and Olly were unsure as they haven't 
seen one and are not sure if they believe in them. Although I 
haven't met one yet, I like to think that mermaids must be real but may not look like they 
do in story books. I also am not sure that anyone has really seen one, because I think they 
must live very deep under water. I think readers, this one remains a mystery... but I would 
very much like to meet a mermaid if one ever wanted to come and visit me, so if you know 
where to find one, tell them to look me up!  

I was never much of a TV watcher until we had to go into lock down. I used to prefer just 
hanging around on my branch and watching the world go by, but being stuck at home on a 
branch has opened my eyes to lots you can see just from watching the TV. I never knew 
you could watch programs about animals or food or learn how to exercise and I have 
definitely learnt a lot about what you humans like to do.   
 
Yesterday I found a program called 
Moominvalley, which was quite 
interesting. It has these creatures called 
Moomins which look like marshmallows 
with faces, arms, legs and a tail and they 
seem to go on adventures like their world 
becoming flooded, having to briefly live in 
a theatre as their house sank and they have 
to try not to get sucked down the drain. It is all a bit weird but I quite like Moominpapa's 
top hat and the little girl who lives with them, even if she can be a bit mean.  
 
Another program I like watching is about baking cakes. Although I have never really had 
a cake, some of them look really pretty and it is funny watching the mixture rise in the 
oven. It is a bit like watching my tummy grow, when I've had too much to eat! 
 
What are your favourite TV programs to watch? I'm looking for recommendations! 
 
 



 
 

DID YOU KNOW…..? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW…..? 

ANIMAL QUIZ 

1. What is the largest big cat in the world? 

2. How many legs does an octopus have? 

3. Yes or no? Is a dolphin a mammal? 

4. What is a group of lions called? 

5. What are baby goats called? 

6. What type of animal is a poodle? 

7. How many eggs does a penguin lay?? 

8. What is the only mammal which can fly? 

9. The world feline relates to what type of animal? 

10. What is the slowest animal in the world? 

 

CAN YOU GUESS THE FILM? 

 

What comes before F and after S                                               

Very very cold                                                                                     

A cute little pig                                                                                   

A lady who can fly with a very big bag                                      

A very big cat married to a Queen                                             

Magic man from Australia                                                             
 

    Thanks for sending those in Maureen – Rio 



  

 

 
 

What is big, red and eats rocks? 

What is big, red and eats gravel? 

What do you call a bear with no teeth?  

What kind of shoes do Ninjas wear? 

What does a cloud wear under its clothes?  

Why do we never tell jokes about pizza? 

A big red rock eater 

A big red rock eater on a diet 

A gummy bear 

Sneakers 

 

Thunderwear 

They are too cheesy 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Can you think of a funny 

caption for this photo? 

What is cookie monster 

thinking or saying? 

 

 

 

 Suggested captions for last week’s 
photo:
 

I: “nice toe nail varnish” 
 

M: “I am sure I had shoes on when I left this 
morning” 
 

L: “practicing my balancing” 
 

C: “and stretch a bit…. Nearly…… no. cant 
touch my beak with my toes” 
 

O: “why am I walking. I have wings, I can fly!” 
 

F:" wings broke. Gotta walk. *sigh*" 

You can send your captions by e 
mail to helen@acornsproject.org.uk 
or send a text  to 077521516900 – 
make sure you ask whoever pays 

the bill before you do this! 

  F: “wings broke. Gotta walk. *SIGH* 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are struggling to entertain toddlers in lockdown, here are some ideas: 

 

 
5 

 Water paint the patio/yard– just get 

a pot of water, some paint brushes 

and (assuming it’s a dry day) let 

them paint! 
 

 Let them play with pots and pans and wooden spoons.  Encourage them to make as 

much noise as they can.  (you may want to get some earplugs) 
 

 Listen to the CBeebies podcast… 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02pnn9d/episodes/downloads 

 

 …or get moving with the Wiggle Waggle series. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-wiggle-waggle-index/zdw9382 

 

 Make a sensory box – this is a pretty excellent guide showing you the basics you 

need to get started. https://busytoddler.com/2016/04/sensory-bin-basics/ 
 

 This is such a clever and easy idea – make your own indoor objects puzzle game.  

https://mamapapabubba.com/2012/09/05/homemade-household-objects-puzzle 
 

 Work your way through reading The Book Trust’s 100 Best Books. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-0-5/ 



Here is Ruby’s winning story for you to read…. 

 

Beep beep beep, the alarm sounded before I hit it. Once I had my breakfast I spoke to 

my pets Dave and Gizmo. Dave is a sloth who is my best friend and Gizmo is a monkey. He 

had told me about a lost monkey temple.  When he told me about the island I was a bit 

confused, but then I googled it and, guess what? I was still confused. Then I used Wikipedia 

instead and I totally understood what he meant. So I packed a bag and got a small boat. 

Then I went to the beach and set out northwards.   

 

If you're wondering, my name is Ruby don't worry I told my mum I was assigned a mission 

from James Bond - people literally believe anything these days.  I had travelled over miles 

and miles for one whole day.  When I got to this weird island there was a man “hello why 

have you came here” he asked, I was just thinking of what to say then i said “I need to find 

the lost temple of monkeys''.   He looked a bit protective, he hesitated, but then “oh ok well 

there are a series of challenges that you will have to cross to get there” he told me.  So I 

thought about it and I was ready for it “bring it on” I told him .  

  

“OK you asked for it, go through the forest for the next challenge” he told me. So I did, Dave 

and Gizmo when we were in there. We had to cross a river so I picked up a log and 

balanced it over the vast river then me and the gang walked carefully over.  A deep dark 

voice came from the sky and said “your next challenge is to pull that lever and get under the 

door in time”. “Gizmo, you pull the lever because you're the smallest, you need to run 

under as quick as you can” i instructed him. I went to the door and gizmo pulled the lever 

“Gizmo RUN!” I shouted, he slid and I pulled his hand to get him through.  

  

We had to run past traps that were starting to shut on us. CLANK CLANK CLANK that is the 

noise they made when they were shutting. When we got to the end the magic voice said 

“this last challenge is to sort all of these jewels BUT there are three jewels you need to 

place on the monkey statue are you up for the challenge?” I knew from the second I set foot 

on that tropical island I would do it .  “Yes , definitely” I said.  I moved the ruby jewels to 

the first right and every other jewel on their other platforms. The last ones left were green, 

so i put them in the monkeys’ hands to open the temple “YOU HAVE UNLOCKED THE 

TEMPLE” said the loud voice then me Dave, Gizmo and all of my family lived on my island 

forever.    

 

                                                THE    END   

 

 

 
Well done ruby.  What an exciting story, I was on the edge of my seat (well, branch then) 
the whole time.  Rio. 



 

 

Street artists often reflect public concerns and opinions in their work.  These strange 
times are no different.  Here is a selection of work that has been popping up all over the 

world… 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

DO YOU KNOW?  

ANIMAL QUIZ 

1. What is the largest big cat in the world? 

2. How many legs does an octopus have? 

3. Yes or no - Is a dolphin a mammal? 

4. What is a group of lions called? 

5. What are baby goats called? 

6. What type of animal is a poodle? 

7. How many eggs does a penguin lay? 

8. What is the only mammal which can fly? 

9. The world feline relates to what type of 
animal? 

10. What is the slowest animal in the world? 

 

1. Tiger 

2. Eight 

3. Yes 

4. A pride 

5. Kids 

6. Dog 

7. 1 

8. Bat 

9. Cat 

10. Three-toed sloth 

Guess the film…

-What comes before F and after S                                               ET 
-Very very cold                                                                                Frozen 
-A cute little pig                                                                               Babe 
-A lady who can fly with a very big bag                                       Mary Poppins 
-A very big cat married to a Queen                                              Lion King 
-Magic man from Australia                                                           Wizard of Oz 

Don’t forget you can also follow us on facebook  
 
https://www.facebook.com/acornsproject/ 
 
and on our website 
https://www.acornsproject.org.uk/ 
 


